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ANNOUNCEJffiNT :     Spring  work  is  under  way  on  most  farms  now  bilt  theMVgrfoiv:iTig™™ 
season  isn't  so  far  advanced  as  it  v/as  a  year  ago.     Anyhow,  that's  what 
The  Agri cultural  Situation  for  March  1st  says.     In  this^.chat,  w-e-a>g'e "gowig""-- 
to  outline  the  outstanding  points  in  the  farm  situation  as  it  stands  at 
present,     The  information  comes  direct  from  the  specialists  in  the  Buree.u 
of  Agricultural  Economics,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.    Please  stand  hy. 
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The  Department  of  Agriculture's  Little  Blue  Book  which  has  just  come 
off  the  press,  summarizing  the  farm  situation  from  the  East  Coast  to  the 
V/est  Coast,  shows  that  v/hile  the  farm-rs  are  already  "busy  with  their  Spring 
work  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  the  growing  season  is  a  little  hit  hack- 
ward  this  year  as  a  whole. 

The  crocuses  are  springing  up  in  some  -oarts.     Some  have  already  gone  on 
record  as  having  seen  the  first  rohin  v/hich  is  considered  hy  many  people  to 
he  a  sure  spring  sign.     I  guess  though,  that  the  surest  spring  sign  is  when 
the  farmer  harnesses  Doc  and  Dohhin  to  the  plow  —  or  overhauls  the  tractor, 

The  open  winter  left  plenty  of  frost  in  the  ground  through  much  of  the 

North.     This  has  made  v;et  land  and  muddy  roads  for  som.e  little  time.  This 

cold  spell  without  much  snow  cover  also  did  some  damage  to  winter  wheat, 
clover,  and  alfalfa  meadows. 

Down  South  the  farmers  have  started  spring  plowing  and  planting.  Plant- 
ers have  already  gotten  some  cotton  into  the  ground  down  around  the  G-ulf. 
Farmers  in  ten  states  report  an  intended  increase  of  ahout  ten  percent  in 
early  potato  acreage  this  year.     Ahout  50  percent  more  lettuce  will  he  planted 
this  year  than  last,  especiall2'"  in  Arizona  and  California, 

The  winter  marketing  picture  is  rather  varied.      Large  volumes  of  corn 
have  moved  out  of  the  'Testern  corn  helt  at  rising  prices.     The  expected 
heavy  run  of  hogs  has  come  to  nass,  with  prices  nearly  $4.00  per  hundred 
weight  helow  last  year.     Federal  men  say  that  slightly  more  than  21  percent 
more  hogs  were  slaughtered  under  Federal  inspection  during  January,  1928, 
than  in  January,  1927.     The  price  ratio  hetv/een  corn  and  hogs  is  no  longer 
in  favor  of  the  hog  feeder. 

Coming  to  potatoes  v;e  find  very  large  stocks  of  that  crop  carried 
through  the  \7inter,  compared  with  last  year,  and  these  have  moved  out  at 
lower  than  1927  prices  for  the  most  part.     This  is  especially  true  out  .Vest. 
Eastern  potato-  growers  have  had  an  encouraging  year  if  a  man  may  judge  hy 
their  expressed  intention  to  increase  the  potato  acreage  hy  aroiind  ten  per- 
cent this  spring.     This  increase  would  mean  plenty  of  potatoes  on  hand  next 
fall  if  the  potato  crop  is  good  this  year. 
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*'/e  may  point  with  prido  to  the  encouraging  developments  in  the  larnh 
market.     There  were  twice  as  mo.ny  lamts  on  feed  in  the  West  as  a  year  ago 
and  in  spite  of  the  smaller  supply  in  the  corn  "belt,  there  was  some  douht 
concerning  the  marketing  of  this  lamh  crop  hut  those  lanhs  have  been  worked 
off  in  a  highly  intelligent  and  orderly  way  -  without  breaking  the  market. 
Lamb  prices  averaged  about  $15.50  per  hundred  weight  in  the  latter  part  of 
February  as  compared  with  $12.80  one  year  ago. 

The  cattle  market  on  the  oth-3r  hand  showed  a  seasonal  decline  during 
February,  but  prices  averaged  between  $3.00  and  $4.00  per  hundred  weight 
higher  than  last  year.     As  a  general  rule,  winter  markets  have  been  encourag- 
ing to  most  live  stock  producers  v;ith  the  exception  of  hogs. 

A  birds-eye  view  of  the  farm  country  as  a  whole  shows,  as  usual,  a 
changing  picture.     Farmers  in  the  East  were  busy  harvesting  ice  last  month 
and  also  '.vere  occupied  by  work  in  the  woods,  pruning  orchards,  and  the  usual 
winter  work  around  the  barns.     The  East  has  had  an  open  winter  with  some 
frost  damage  to  winter  grains  and  meadows,  however.     In  the  Southern  sections 
of  the  Ea.st  plowing  has  already  begun.     The  farmers  have  been  able  to  market 
their  cash  crops,  such  as  potatoes  and  apples  at  fairly  good  prices,  but 
some  other  crops,  notably  hay  and  cabbage,  have  been  a  drug  on  the  market. 
The  dairy  industry  has  had  a  comparatively  profitable  winter  and  there  is  a 
strong  tendency  on  the  part  of  dairymen  to  raise  more  heifer  calves  this 
season. 

Southern  farms  had  a  lot  of  cold  wea,tiicr,  some  hard  frosts  and  fairly 
general  rains  during  February.     Consequently,  plowing  and  the  pla,nting  of 
early  crops  got  -under  way  rather  slowly.    Progress  in  winter  truck  crops 
and  grains  was  likewise  small.     Shipments  of  truck  crops  from  the  South 
are  now  heavy,  however,  and  strawberries  are  beginning  to  ripen  in  the  Gulf 
territory  and  some  cotton  is  already  planted  in  Texas. 

The  farmers  are  getting  ready  for  spring  work  in  the  corn  belt  but 
haven't  done  much  yet  on  account  of  cold,  wet  v/eather.     A  general  lack  of  , 
a  snow  cover  has  been  somewhat  hard  on  the  wheat  Icinds  and  meadows.  Much 
winter  wheat,  particularly  that  v/hich  was  planted  late,  is  reported  killed 
by  the  cold.     The  "/estern  half  of  the  corn  belt  has  been  shipping  a  heavy 
volume  of  corn  to  market  and  there  has  also  been  a  heavy  run  of  hogs.  The 
higher  grain  prices  and  lower  hog  prices  have  made  the  feeding  advantage 
bet'.veen  grain  and  hogs  somewhat  doubtful.     Of  course  the  hog  prices  usually 
advance  at  this  season  but  it  looks  as  though  there  will  be  some  tendency 
toward  restriction  of  hog  production  during  1928, 

'•Theat  belt  wheat  was  gro-tly  helped  by  general  rains  and  some  snow  last 
month.     Eastern  OklaJioma  and  Kansas  farms  were  especially  favored  by  this 
advantage  but  further  '■'est  there  are  fetill  many  fields  where  the  wheat  has 
not  yet  begun  to  show  green.     Dry  farm  areas  are  suffering  from  lack  of 
moisture  in  v/estern  and  southern  Nebraska.    Farmers  are  doing  some  plowing 
in  the  Southern  sections  of  the  wheat  belt  but  work  in  the  Forthern  sections 
is  at  this  date  still  pretty  slow  in  getting  under  way.     In  other  words,  the 
farmers  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  on  the  land  in  the  Northern  parts. 
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Considerable  volumes  of  grain,  live  stock  and  other  wheat  belt  products 
noved  over  the  rails  to  market  last  month.     There  -was  a  heavy  grain  movement 
from  eastern  Kansas  and  Nebraska. 

The  range  co-antry  is  rather  spotted.     There  was  plenty  of  snov/  in  the 
eastern  mountain  states  to  assure  good  feeding  this  year,  but  Utah  and  Nevada 
could  stand  considerably  more  snov7.     The  Little  Blue  Book  says  that  the  gen- 
eral condition  of  live  stock  from  Montana  to  New  Mexico  is  good.     Ranges  are 
good  in  the  South  and  already  opening  up  in  the  North.     There  is  some  feeding 
reported  in  all  the  range  States  but  no  serious  shrinkage  of  stock.  'The 
sheepmen  are  already  beginning  to  shear  in  the  southern  sections  and  farmers 
are  preparing  the  land  for  the  1928  crops.      Lamb  feeders  a,re  encouraged  by 
the  strength  of  the  market  and  are  hoping  to  finish  the  year  on  the  credit 
side . 

Out  on  the  pacific  Coast  v/heat  and  orchards  seem  to  be  in  good  condition. 
The  Coast  farmers  arc  pretty  busy  just  now  pruning  fruit  trees,  spi'aying  and 
cultivating  their  orchards  and  also  planting  early  field  crops.     There  has 
been  some  complaint  of  dry  conditions  in  California  and  of  cold  v;eather 
especially  in  Southern  California.     The  spring  work  is  well  under  way  in 
California.     The  almond  trees  are  in  blossom  and  the  apricot  and  prune  trees 
are  about  ready  to  burst  into  bloom. 

Sheepmen^  are  pleased  with  the  fact  that  the  farm  price  of  wool  continued 
on  the  upgrade  during  January.  This  rise  nrs  been  continuous  since  May, 1927, 
vzith  the  exception  of  one  slight  decline  l  .i:t  Cc^'.cber. 

The  experts  say  that  the  slight  improvement  in  the  average  farm  price  of 
grain  d\iring  January  was  due  partly  to  a  price  advance  in  the  South-Central 
States  where  the  price  of  grain  advanced  from  79-l/2  to  82-8/10^^.     The  price 
fell  off  6<^  in  the  North-Central  grain  belt  States,  however,  while  in  the 
rest  of  the  country  the  price  remained  about  the  same. 

The  farm  price  of  horses  also  advanced  last  month  and  at  present  is 
$4.00  above  January,  1927. 

Mules  also  brought  better  prices  in  January,  1928,  when  they  were  $92  as 
compared  with  $63  a  year  ago.  A  heavy  fall  movement  of  horses  and  mules  into 
the  Southern  states  doubtless  had  something  to  do  with  it. 

The  apple  market  is  comparatively  firm.     Citrus  fruits  had  a  good  season 
in  Florida,  largely  as  a  result  of  reduced  production.     Onions  enjoyed  a  recov- 
ery after  the  rather  lov.'  prices  of  this  fall  and  early  winter.      Northern  cab- 
bage prices  were  low  although  there  was  ?  slight  increase  during  February. 
The  total  supply  of  corn  on  November  1,  1927  v/as  only  about  25,000,000  bushels 
greater  than  l-^st  season,  while  the  prospective  requirements  for  the  grain 
crop  were  little,   if  any,  larger  th'^n  last  year. 

— ooOoo — 

ANTTOU^ICEMSNT :  Uncle  Sam  will  prepare  anotner  of  these  Agricultural  Situation 
Chats  in  time  so  that  the  radio  audience  of  this  station  will  be  able  to  tune 
in  on  it  on  Monday,  At)ril  9.     Flease  don't  forget  it. 
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